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114TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. 896 

Recognizing the significance of the United States relationship with the Repub-

lic of Moldova and encouraging United States support for anti-corruption 

efforts and strengthening democratic institutions. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 

Mr. WEBER of Texas (for himself and Mr. FRANKS of Arizona) submitted the 

following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Af-

fairs, and in addition to the Committees on Financial Services, and the 

Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 

each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-

tion of the committee concerned 

RESOLUTION 
Recognizing the significance of the United States relationship 

with the Republic of Moldova and encouraging United 

States support for anti-corruption efforts and strength-

ening democratic institutions. 

Whereas the United States has enjoyed a bilateral relation-

ship with the Republic of Moldova since the Republic of 

Moldova’s independence in 1991; 

Whereas Moldova has been a valued and reliable partner in 

promoting global security by participating in United Na-

tions peacekeeping missions in Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, 

Sudan, and Georgia; 
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Whereas since Moldova’s independence, the United States has 

provided financial assistance to support the people of 

Moldova’s efforts to build a prosperous European democ-

racy; 

Whereas over the past two and a half decades, the Depart-

ment of State, United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), and the Millennium Challenge 

Corporation (MCC) have furnished over $1,400,000,000 

in assistance to Moldova, including $262,000,000 for a 5- 

year MCC compact for economic development and invest-

ment projects in irrigation infrastructure, high-value ag-

ricultural production, and road rehabilitation; 

Whereas the United States Government supports the demo-

cratic aspirations of the people of the Republic of 

Moldova; 

Whereas on the occasion of Moldova’s Independence Day on 

August 27, Secretary of State John Kerry, on behalf of 

the President and the people of the United States, said 

on August 25, 2016, that the United States stands 

‘‘squarely behind’’ Moldovan democratic reform as well as 

Moldova’s ‘‘efforts to strengthen the rule of law and fight 

corruption’’, its ‘‘desire to ensure greater prosperity and 

security for every citizen,’’ and that ‘‘today and in the 

years to come, we will continue to support the best inter-

ests and aspirations of the Moldovan people.’’; 

Whereas a resurgent and aggressive Russia is pursuing polit-

ical and economic warfare in the region, seeking to weak-

en the continent’s Eastern front by sowing discord and 

dissent whenever the opportunity presents itself; 

Whereas due in part to its strategic location, Moldova has de-

veloped into a legitimate player in the region, becoming 
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increasingly significant as Russia continues to violate 

borders and meddle in the internal affairs of its neigh-

bors; 

Whereas the theft of nearly $1,000,000,000 from 3 major 

banks in Moldova in 2014, much of which consisted of 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) loans, has exposed 

corruption at the highest levels of the Government of 

Moldova; 

Whereas as a result of this banking scandal and the widely 

acknowledged kleptocracy of a number of political lead-

ers, in recent months Moldova has witnessed anti-govern-

ment protests composed of hundreds of thousands of peo-

ple demanding snap elections and the government’s res-

ignation; 

Whereas it has been alleged by credible sources, including 

former senior Moldovan Government officials cooperating 

with the United States Government, and other whistle-

blowers with personal knowledge of the bank heist and 

organized criminal activity, that members of the current 

ruling party, including Vice-Chairman of the Moldovan 

Democratic Party and feared oligarch Vladimir 

Plahotniuc, participated in the laundering of these funds 

into Russian banks and off-shore shell companies; 

Whereas it is also believed that funds from Russia, including 

the infamous Magnitsky Affair, from Libya, and from 

Iraq, were laundered through Moldova as part of criminal 

schemes orchestrated by Plahotniuc and his accomplices; 

Whereas Plahotniuc, who despite holding no elected office is 

often described as Moldova’s ‘‘Puppeteer’’, has deep ties 

to Moscow including Russian officials that are strong 
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supporters of the Moldovan breakaway region of 

Transnistria; 

Whereas it is understood that United States law enforcement 

agencies have initiated investigations into the missing 

$1,000,000,000 from the National Bank of Moldova re-

serves as well as the possible fraudulent use of the 

United States banking system, with involvement by 

United States citizens, to launder money; and 

Whereas now, more than ever, the United States must show 

support for the rule of law, economic freedoms, trans-

parency and anti-corruption initiatives in Moldova: Now, 

therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) calls on the United States Government and 2

the European Union to ensure that free and fair 3

presidential elections are held in Moldova on October 4

30, 2016; 5

(2) encourages the President and the Depart-6

ment of State to restrict assistance designated for 7

Moldova to only justice sector reform, anti-corrup-8

tion efforts, and strengthening democratic institu-9

tions as long as corruption within the government 10

ranks persist; 11

(3) urges the Executive Branch agencies that 12

have initiated investigations to pursue all available 13

avenues to determine if the United States banking 14

system, with involvement by United States citizens 15

was used to launder money as part of the Moldovan 16
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banking scandal, if United States taxpayer dollars in 1

the form of IMF loans were directed to sanctioned 2

entities; and what if any members of the Govern-3

ment of Moldova, recipients of United States foreign 4

aid, participated in, or benefitted from, the 2014 5

bank heist, including Vladimir Plahotniuc; 6

(4) calls on those Executive Branch agencies to 7

report the results of those investigations to the 8

United States Congress upon completion; 9

(5) requests that, if as a result of said inves-10

tigations, individuals or entities, including Vladimir 11

Plahotniuc, Andrian Candu, the speaker of the 12

Moldovan Parliament, Mihai Poalelungi, the chair-13

man of the Moldovan Supreme Court of Justice; 14

Eduard Harunjen, the acting Moldovan attorney 15

general, Viorel Chetraru, the general director of 16

Moldova’s National Anti-Corruption Center, Viorel 17

Morari, the chief of Moldova’s Anti-Corruption Pros-18

ecutor’s office, Vladimir Cebotari, Moldova’s Min-19

ister of Justice, Alexandru Jizdan, Moldova’s Min-20

ister of Internal Affairs, Serghei Iaralov, Ion Plesca, 21

the President of Chisinau’s Court of Appeal, and 22

Dorin Damir, the President of the Fighting and En-23

tertainment Association of Moldova, are found to 24

have participated in the laundering of funds from 25
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entities or governments sanctioned by the United 1

States, that the United States consider imposing 2

sanctions on those individuals and entities to the ex-3

tent that United States law allows, including the ban 4

of travel to the United States, economic sanctions, 5

and the freezing of assets; and 6

(6) establish through legislation, or via the au-7

thority given under Presidential Proclamation 7750, 8

a list similar to the one created by the Magnitsky 9

Act for Vladimir Plahotniuc and other government 10

officials if they are found to have been involved in 11

the abovementioned crimes. 12

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:51 Sep 28, 2016 Jkt 059200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR896.IH HR896sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-28T07:04:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




